“ the steeple

The Episcopal Church of the Ascension

January 2012

Mission Statement

Disciples of Christ called to serve neighbors near
and far

In the Quiet of the Moment

Warm greetings to all during the season of Epiph-
any.

I hope that you will take the time to read the infor-
mation and news it contains. We have a busy year
ahead of us in 2012, but before we dwell on it, |
want to express gratitude to so many people who
have made faithful and trusting efforts this past year
for the well-being of our parish.

| f we can say, Amissi
that this reality resonates with us as a parish. Any-
thing done over the course of these many months of
2011 can be attributed first and foremost to the
mantr a, Awith Godos
groups, and committees along with our small, but
efficient staff have all pulled together for the com-
mon good and for the building up of our parish com-
munity. We have witnessed strong leadership by our
vestry, which achieved a good beginning at its an-
nual retreat at Kanuga last January. | commend to
you the reports given in our 2011 Annual parish
Meeting Booklet.

These prayerfully written reports tell our story in the
context of faith, dedication to Christ and his church,
and in Christbés | ove
tinue for 2012 to ask ourselves, each and every one
of us, AHow can | be a
church in the name of
to be a part of all solutions for the common good
and bring forgiveness and peace into all the uncer-
tainties which may lie ahead in our lives and in the
church.

January 6 is the of the Feast Day of the Epiphany

ons

hel

for

Chr

The
Epiphany
By
Giotto di Boldone
(ca.1320)
From the Metro-
politan Museum
of Art, New York.

and the season will last until Ash Wednesday,
which falls on February 22. Epiphany means reve-
lation, or manifestation. For us Christians epiphany
represents the realization of God the Son as hu-
man being in Jesus Christ. In the Western Church,
we mark this with the visitation of the Maji and the
Eastern Church
the River Jordan. Either way, the truth holds steady
and bold in our lives that Jesus Christ came to us
and dwells with us in our hearts and in our daily
relationships with one another and anyone we
meet along the path of life.

F Gratitude and gratefulness to God and to others
should be our mantra and our theme for the coming
year. Our parish has so many opportunities to con-
tinue to make a difference in 2012. We still have a
long way to go and the truth is, we never arrive,
because the Christian journey never ends; it is al-
ways a journey and not a destination. | cannot tell
you how many people, many of whom are strang-
ers, | see out in the community who, when they re-
alize | am from Ascension, have thanked us for the
Labyrinth and its offering of spiritual practice. So
many in the community have expressed their grati-

_tude and joy when they attend our suppers and din-

‘ner s, our worship, Vi si
the St. Francis Animal Blessing, hear about our
participation with Helping Hands, and become
aware of other outreach activities. The list goes on
and on.
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In light of our deficit and our new challenges ahead,
the vestry will be on retreat in February and will par-
ticipate in the Appreciative Inquiry program. The ves-
try and | will share more about this after the comple-
tion of the retreat and
with your prayers, your ears, eyes, and hearts.

Finally, we welcome Bishop Waldo and his wife Mary
on Sunday, January 15, for his first official Episcopal
Visitation to Ascension. This will be a very special day
for our parish. Please plan to come and express your
gratitude for his ministry and devotion among us.

Finally, the Daily Office worship services have taken
hold for some and will continue to be offered in the
new year: Morning Prayer will be held Mondays and
Wednesdays at 9 AM and Evening Prayer Tuesdays
only at 5 PM. Please join us for this special time of
worship. Both Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer
close with the General Thanksgiving; a reminder of
our place in Godos
prayer:

Almighty and most merciful God,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and lovingAindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus
Christ;

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your
mercies,

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your
praise,

not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

worl d.

An Invitation

Sunday, January 15, 2012

Bishop Andrew Waldo
Will make his first official visitation to
Church of the Ascension

Bighop, Waldoe wil Re the geleprant |apd
preacher at both services. He will meet with
parishioners from 9:15 to 10:15 in the Parish
Hall for an open forum. Following the 10:30
service, Bishop Waldo and his wife Mary will
be our guests at the luncheon. Please plan
to be present to welcome them to Ascen-
sion.

The ECW will provide the main dishes of
roast beef and ham for the luncheon. Please
sign-up to give them an estimate of the num-
ber of people to plan for and to indicate who
will bring side dishes.

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
The Rectords Thursday Moi
continues to meet throughout the year. Please join us
every Thursday morning at 9 AM. We are reading and
discussing the Gospel of Mark which is the Gospel
appointed for this year in our Sunday lectionary. This
group is informal, lively and we provide light refresh-
ments. Come and see!!

Shalom,

Deedie+

The Steeple
The Episcopal Church of the Ascension
214 Northampton Road
Seneca, SC 29672
864-882-2006
email: ascensionworship@bellsouth.net
web address: :http: //lwww.ascension -seneca.org

The Rev. Carol Anne Phillips Marshall, Rector
Editors:
Sid Bryson, Dee Smith, Bruce Marshall
+H++++
Schedule of Services
Sunday - 8:00 AM - Holy Eucharist - Rite |
Sunday - 10:30 AM - Holy Eucharist - Rite Il
1st & 3rd Wednesday - 9:30 AM- Holy Eucharist healing
Morning Prayer Monday & Wednesday 9:00AM
Evening Prayer Tuesday 5:00PM
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VESTRY VOICES

From the Senior Warden
At the Vestry meeting that was held after the Con-
gregational Meeting, Dee Mango was elected to
Senior Warden for the coming year. Lou Leffler
was elected to the position of Junior Warden.
Both of these are extremely competent people
who will do a great job for our church.

Again | want to thank all those who helped me
these past two years. It was only with the com-
bined effort of the Vestry that we were able to ac-
complish what we did.

Connie Spencer and Robbie Grider played major
roles in keeping watch over our expenses. They
both worked to keep the Vestry and Rector in the

know about our churchos

We could not have made it without them.

By Sidney Bryson

From the Junior Warden

Now that all the hustle and bustle of the past
few weeks is over, we can concentrate on our
2012 projects. Thanks to Danny Hawkins we
already have a landscaping chair- person, and
will soon have all the equipment we need to
keep the Church grounds neat. Also, shortly we
will have a meeting with our Garden Committee
to begin work on expanding and planting the
vegetable garden. So please give some thought
to how you may offer your advice and help with
either project. Thank you and | wish you a
healthy New Year. The newly elected Junior
Warden, Lou Leffler, will assume his duties in
January.

by Dee Mango

Helping Hands

Ten Children from the Helping Hands home
went to see Santa and his sugar plum elves at the
Hospice Christmas Tree Festival.

Please greet the children that come to our Sunday
School every other week. They love coming be-
cause they feel "so loved."

Helping Hands Store-Yes, your donations do help
support the home. Donations as of the beginning of
December amounted to $262,413.45; an increase
of over $12,000. from last year. What a great mis-
sion to support!

i ncome SQQ%bO)éQ(Spenses.

On December 6, 134 Christmas Shoeboxes
were delivered to DHEC Home Health. The nurses
can't believe how beautiful each box looked and
now they were filled with such love by caring peo-
ple. A total of 74 boxes were from Ascension and
60 boxes were from the ladies of the Giving Circle in
Ginger Tidman's neighborhood. Start saving for
next year's effort.

ALTAR FLOWERS

The sign up sheet for the list of donors who wish

to provide Alter Flowers for 2012 is posted on the

bulletin board. Please sign up for the date that you

would like to offer flowers to honor or remember

family or friends. Several people can share a

dat e. The fl owers are provi
which will bill the donors directly.

The Steeple is published most months; the dead-
line is the 15th of the month. Please submit arti-
cles to the Steeple mailbox, or email to

Sid Brysond & & -sdryson@bellsouth.net
Dee Smithd 0 0 chuckandee@bellsouth.net
Bruce Marshall 8 6 8 -bmars52@gmail.com

NOTE: When submitting your Eebruary articles
via e-mail, please send to Bruce Marshall and a
copy to the church.
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MUSIC NOTES

With the upcoming visit of The Rt. Rev. Andrew Waldo in mind, | remember that he is particularly
fond of Renaissance Music. Thus, | will give you a short briefing about Renaissance Music in preparation
for his visit on January 15th. In general, Renaissance Music is that period between 1400 - 1600, that is
between the end of the Medieval period and the Baroque period of the 18th century. In the Medieval pe-
riod sacred music was sung in defined modes for the offices of the Mass and carried a strict repetitive
theme throughout.

During the Renaissance (Arebirth) period, the musi

phonic, with each voice having a share of the melody: it was less modal than the Medieval era and be-
came more tonal, leading to Major and Minor sounds and the development of harmony. Music started to
be written on a staff of five lines and, more importantly, began to be printed. (Bar lines and key signatures
were not yet invented). European rulers started the sponsorship of composers and the development of
early instruments. Cathedral choirs were divided and placed into different galleries. Music blossomed pro-
lifically.

Josquin des Prez and Orlando Lassus, composers from the Franco-Flemish area of Hainault in Belgium,
began the Renaissance movement. Then came the primary English composers: Thomas Tallis, William
Byrd, Thomas Morley, John Bull, John Dowland, and Orlando Gibbons, followed by the Italian composers:
Giovanni Palestriana, Giovanni Gabrieli, and Claudio Monteverde.

Briefly, here are some of these Renaissance composers whose hymns can be found in our Episcopal
Hymnal 1982:

Tallis - O Gracious Light #25, All Praise to Thee #43, To Mock Your Reign #170, | Heard the Voice of Je-
sus Say #692. Also, If Ye Love Me is a well-known anthem.

Dowland - All People that on Earth Do Dwell #378

Gibbons - there are 10 hymns with his melodies and bass lines. Examples are:

Thou, who at Thy first Eucharist didst pray #315, The Annunciation #264,

Completed Lord, the Holy Mysteries #346, Lord God You Now Have Set Your Servant Free #499
Palestrina-The Stri#288 | s OOber

I n the credits written underneath hymns, check the ¢
aissance period, note if there are bar lines, key/ time signatures. Also, note if the music was harmonized
by a | ater composer. | t 6s drrotod reas tmursg ctad thheirn kK aaglkeo wt

sure to check this on January 15th especially!
By Marsha Cabbage

Safe Church Training
1pm January 29

Marie Milam will lead a session for Safe Church
training for anyone who works with children or
adults and who needs to be certified to meet
the diocesan requirements. This training is im-
portant for Church School teachers and those
involved in caring for or teaching activities at
the church. Vestry members and Committee
Chairs are also expected to take this training. It
meets the requirements of the Church liability
insurance Policies. Please see the rector if you
have any questions. about whether you need it.

John Dowland, Thomas Tallis
((1563-1626) (1505-1585)
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Foothills Pregnancy Care Center

The Mission: The Foothills Pregnancy Care Center
exist to uphold the sanctity of human life by sharing
Christds | ove with thos
crisis through spiritual, physical and emotional sup-
port, and by proclaiming the Gospel of Christ, the
source of all life.

The Foothills Pregnancy Care Center has seen an
increased need for their services over the course of
the past three years. The increased need is mainly
due to the economy. More and more mothers can-
not provide for themselves during a pregnancy.

The Foothills Pregnancy Care Center is always
thankful for your gifts. The following items can al-
ways be used: Diapers, Wipes, Bottles, Bibs,
Ointments, Lotions, and Baby /Toddler clothes. A
collection basket is located in the narthex.

In addition to material gifts, monetary gifts are al-
ways welcome. Ascensiondés Outr
the Foothills Pregnancy Care Center, as funds per-
mit.

By Donnie Davenport

ECW News

We had 20 ladies who shared lunch at
Circa 1930 in December- a record number! Every-
one enjoyed the warm fellowship.

Please support ECW on Sunday January 29; our
guest Phyllis Webb, past President of the Diocesan
ECW, will speak at the 10:30 am service. Learn
about what the ECW is all about.

Tuesday, January 10, at noon is our first meeting of
the New Year; please try to attend. We will be
planning our January 15 visit with Bishop Andrew
Waldo and our February 21 Shrove Tuesday Pan-
cake supper.

By Nancy Andrews

A Letter To The Ladies of The Church

| hope each of you had a blessed Christmas and
New Year's Day. | also wish you and your loved
ones good health and a happy new year.

As you know, every woman who is a communi-
cant of Ascension is automatically a member of
the ECW. Our meetings are held on the second
Tuesday of the month at noon in the parish
hall. We bring a "brown bag" lunch; coffee and
tea are provided.

We do not have a specific amount for dues, but
ask each of you to make a voluntary contribu-
tion. Checks may be made to the ECW and
given or sent to Carol Pope, Treasurer of the
ECW, addressed to Episcopal Church of the As-
cension, 214 Northampton Rd. Seneca, SC
29672. Your contribution will help pay the ECW
Diocesan dues, support outreach projects and
other budgeted expenses.

Please make a special effort to attend the meet-
ings to help us with our many projects and give
us your input and future projects. Help us as we
implement Ascension's Mission Statement: DIS-
CIPLES OF CHRIST CALLED TO SERVE
NEIGHBORS NEAR AND FAR.

Yours in Christ,
Nancy Andrews
President ECW

Information submitted to The Steeple for
publication must be dated and signed with the
submitterdés full contact
mation/article is a reprint, please so note the
information on that publication and be certain
that we need not get permission from the origi-
nal publisher. All submissions will be reviewed
and approved by the Rector prior to publication
in The Steeple.

at ec
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N
Remember Those on our Prayer List
Immediate Concerns .

Pete, Gloria, Randy, Danny, Allison, Karen, Bruce
H, Rita A, Morgan, John, Kurt, Joni, Rachel, Kathie,

Sayra, Faith, Linda, Dawn, Joyce, Bob, Donnie, Kim,

the People of Haiti, The New Republic of South Su-
dan, and for the missionaries there: Rachel, Mary,
And Ellen+.

Our Servicemen and Servicewomen

Ben, Thomas, Jeremy, Brandon, Andrew, Patrick,
Mike, James, Robert , Deborah

On- Going Prayer Requests .

Jim, Clint, Geri, Julia, Fred, Jim P, Jeanne, Flora K,
Joan, Camilla, Deborah, Wendy, Connie A, Maria,
Jean, Sue, Children at the Helping Hands Home,
Families at Our Daily Rest

Prayers for the Dead: none

Respectfully Submitted, Reta Miskov (ECW Sun-
shine Committee)
heal al |

AfComfor't and

bl es, and bring them

Clergy Contact Information:

Our Rector, The Rev. Marshall (Deedie) can be
reached:

Church Office: 882-2006

Pastoral Phone: 985-8758

Email: deediem@bellsouth.net
Or: ascensionworship@bellsouth.net

t h 0?80l JgsHsgnany fealingsr i n
or spirit; give them courage and hope in their trou- ,
t he Yowame w@wom_?te gtend Hig glags A5 an gudlitory

The Christian Formation Committee

Our second Quiet Day was a success and offered
those in attendance a new look at the role of Mary
in Christ's birth. Led by the Rev. Linda Gosnell,
the morning provided us with the opportunity to
center our attention on the true meaning of Christ-
mas. Thanks to Janice Arnold and The Daughters
of the King for organizing this event.

The Christian Formation Committee has begun
planning events for the coming year. The first
event of the New Year will be a showing of The
Star of Bethlehem. This remarkable Video, sched-
uled to be shown on Tuesday, January 10", is a
contemporary study of the heavens during the time
of the birth of Christ. Modern technology has
made it possible to roll back the clock and see ex-
actly how the sky looked in the days leading up to
the events. Paired with scriptural reporting and
prophecy, it is an informative challenge that offers
support to our beliefs.

Adult Bible Class News
The class continues with the book "The Gospel of
Mark" by Marcus Borg. This month the class is
studying Mark 6 and 7. We are discussing the
meanings of several events in Jesus' life including
how Jesus was rejected in his home village in Naz-
areth, why Jesus sent the twelve disciples, two by
two, on a mission of exorcism, why John the Bap-
tizer was executed by Herod Antipas, Jesus feed-
ing of the five thousand people with a few loaves
and fish, and Jesus' second sea miracle, as the
disciples, again, are caught in a storm on the sea,
witness Jesus coming to them walking on water,

body,

or participant. The class meets every Sunday
morning in the Parish Hall from 9:15 until 10:15
am. For information see or call Bob Andrews at
944-2882.

By Pam Whitaker and Bob Andrews

The Star of Bethlehem
Tuesday, January 10
6:30 1 dessert
7:000 Film
Parish Hall
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Birthdays

January 2012

January 3 Janice Arnold
January 5 Jean Clifton
January 8 Donnie Davenport
January 8 Don Pitts
January 14 Marty Gallimore
January 14 Charline Stanton
January 15 Judy Morris
January 21 Dot Curtis
January 21 Chad Patton
January 27 Frank Patton
January 30 Lynn Childress

Note:

Diocesan Convention recommends that each
person contribute $10 in thanksgiving for a birth-
day to the Diocese to provide support for new mis-

sions. Send checks to:

AfBuil ders for Missiono,
South Carolina, 1115 Marion St., Columbia, SC .

B B NN NN NSNS NESNNENNENE NG

Budget Box
November Year To Date
Income
Actual Budget
$159,958.55 $159,854.13
Operating Expense*
$180,287.27 $178,187.26

Outreach Committee
MONTH Year To Date
Budget + Designated
Offerings Distributions
$ 400.00 $ 1600.00
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" Anniversaries "
| | | |
" January 2012 "
| | | |
" January 24 Robert and Sandy Peirce "
B January 28 Jim and Kathy Padgett u
| | | |
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Altar Guild

Linda Davenport and | would like to thank the Altar
Guild for all their extra work during Advent. They
were busy with the door wreaths, the chrismon tree in
the narthex, the greening of the church, and setting
up for the three Christmas services. Jobs well done!

Carol Pope

Epi scop@hallehgekunde of Upper

Gifts and pledges to the Challenge Fund
have reached half the total amount
needed to win the matching funds that
will erase the deficit for the past year.
There are blue pledge cards on the table
in the Foyer, next to the bulletin board for
contributions toward the Challenge Fund.
The completed cards can be put in the

of fering plate, pla
mail box or returned to the Church Office.
Many thanks to everyone who has com-
mitted to this important project.

Your Wardens and Vestry!

Committed amount 6 $9,170.00
Received amount & $2,655.00

ed
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THE BISHOP ARRIVES FOR PENTECOST...
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